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A semi-religious certainty about UFOs based on
insufficient evidence has occurred in many cases
with which I have become acquainted.

The Scientist and the Contactee

S omething stuck in my mind from a
conversation I had in the

mid-1970's with Edward Condon, the
American physicist who ran the
American scieutific establishment in-
vestigation into UFO cases in the 60's.
Condon's team had already produced its
report essentially turning thumbs down
on all the UFO cases they had in-
vestigated. I asked him if this had been

t what he had expected. “Always knew

there was nothing in it, even before we

‘ started,” was his bluff reply. I was

\

shocked at this, since I thought the in-
vestigators were meant to begin with
open minds about the UFO cases they
hoped to study. It was certainly not the
objective attitude I had expected from a
scientific colleague.

At about the same time I also heard
of a UFO case studied in some depth by
another scientific colleague of mine.
The evidence was the photograph of a
‘flying saucer’ apparently hovering a lit-
tle distance from the back yard of the
man who took the photograph. After
much careful analysis (using
sophisticated techniques) it became
clear that the photograph was of a
saucer actually flying. The man who
had taken the picture was challenged
with the evidence for this deception and
asked why it was practiced. He refused
to admit anything for quite a period of
time, but finally broke down and admit-
ted that he had deceived everybody. He
had arranged the photograph by having
his son throw up the saucer so that he
could snap it. He had done it because
his wife had recently left him, and he
had hoped that the fame his UFO
sighting would gain him would also

by John Taylor

regain his wife (which, however, it did
not).

I hese two experiences had al-
ready prepared me for extremes
of UFO belief and disbelief. Since 1973,
in particular, I have met many who
have believed most sincerely in UFO’s
and also numerous scientific colleagues
who are still open-minded about the
nature of UFO sightings. 1 have also
seen those who are completely closed-
minded against the UFO experience as
well as those who try to manipulate the
gullibility of others for their own
nefarious ends. From this range of ex-
perience I can discern two extremes in
people’s reactions to UFO's. The ra-
tional or scientifically minded person
will attempt to explain the phenomenon
in terms of natural phenomena— plan-
ets, stars, ball-lightning, balloons, etc.
They will be concerned at the lack of
more tangible evidence than a fleeting
glimpse or a poor photograph; certainly
they won't go overboard and ‘believe in
UFO's." On the other side of the coin is
the more artistic and emotional person
who will undergo a quasi-religious ex-
perience akin to religious conversion
when he or she realizes they have seen a
UFO. From then on they will ‘believe in
UFO's' in spite of possible natural ex-
planations of their observations.

An example of the latter was an
airline pilot who had observed glowing
objects in the sky near sunset one eve-
ning as his plane was preparing to land
in Portugal; these were also seen by all
of the passengers in the aircraft, as well
as by people in other planes flying near.

Several hours later, on a night return
flight to London, several objects were
observed by radar in about the same
position as the earlier ones. The pilot
told me of his complete conviction that
these two sets of objects were one and
the same UFOQO's, and that in the suc-
ceeding nine months his whole outlook
on life had been changed. I gently
raised the possibility of these objects be-
ing explicable in terms of noctilucent
clouds, radar angels, etc. but he im-
mediately retorted ‘in no way." Further
probing indicated that he had not
troubled to look up literature on these
and similar phenomena. It was as if he
was already in a vulnerable state and his
UFO's only triggered off the jump into
‘UFOlogy.’

A further case in point was a
policeman who observed some
lights flying low over his house one eve-
ning. He was absolutely certain that he
had seen a UFO; his wife had seen it
also. But his new faith was not based on
the evidence one would have expected
to be required by the police. The reason
he gave for the lights having to belong
to a UFO was that he could discern
portholes and objects moving around
inside them, and that the UFO was fly-
ing exceedingly fast and no more than
400 feet up. When I questioned him as
to its height (a crucial quantity for the
other features of his observations to
make sense) he said he was absolutely
sure of it: “they always come over at that
height.” The absurdity of the use of
‘always’ was completely lost on the
policeman; he could not be shaken in
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Let us try to tread a middle way, being open-minded
yet not gullible. Only then can we hope to be
treated by extraterrestrials as worthy ...

hisunswerving belief that he was one of
the chosen few to see a real inhabited
UFO.

This semi-religious certainty about
UFO's based on insufficient evidence
bas occurred in many other cases with
which I have become acquainted. But
there are even more extreme cases when
people appear to have become almost
mentally unbalanced by some sort of
srange experience which they claim to
have been a close contact of the third
tind or something similar. It is
necessary to disguise the identity of peo-
ple involved but one case stands out in
oy mind. It involved a middle-aged
voman who claimed that her car had
been halted by a blinding light. She had
driven off the road in the process, and
wshe sat helpless in her car on the grass
verge she claimed that two extrater-
mstrials approached her car and mo-
toned her to get out. She felt so
fightened, she said, that she put the car
vindows up, locked the car doors and
attight. After a few futile attempts, the
atraterrestrials departed, the light then
went away, and the car finally restarted.

T his seems a remarkable UFO
case, but further inquiries in-
dicated to me that it was doubtful.
Other people had driven past the im-
mobilized car; why had those cars also
wt been arrested by the presence of the
mpposed UFO? And why had none of
the passers-by noticed the two extrater-
mstrials? In any case the description of
these latter was unimaginative in the ex-
reme; their only label of extra-
errestriality being their piercing blue
ryes. There were also strange discrepan-
des between this account and that given
bysomeone else who had been in the car
atthe same time. The case was reported
quite extensively in the media. At about
the same time, the contactee claimed
she had acquired paranormal powers of
nrious forms as a result of the visita-
won. Almost simultaneously the lady
reported various types of persecution
te was suffering, some of them being
nost bizarre. Neighbors were apparent-

¥ afraid of the contactee's new-found
wwess, and instigated a campaign
mmx her so that she soon lost her job.

MOSS/PHILIP

I could only conclude that the lady had
already been somewhat disturbed and
that she was using UFO's as a way of
drawing attention to her plight. She was
clearly vulnerable to the ‘UFO conver-
sion.’

Another case of paranoia occurred to
someone who over the years had in-
vestigated many UFO cases and came to
believe in them implicitly. His belief was
so strong that he charged governments
throughout the world with suppressing
the evidence and even worse. He even
claimed that the Russians were far
ahead of the West in terms of UFO
technology, and implied that they were
already using their UFO contacts for
dastardly ends.

I have been twice on the receiving
end of such paranoia and in both
cases found it frightening. The first case
involved the person I have just men-
tioned. I was with him at a party some
years ago, and the talk turned to UFO's

and governmental suppression of infor-
mation on them. This person suddenly
turned on me and started berating me,
as a scientist, for supporting such sup-
pression. Almost immediately I was
pinned in a corner of the room, sur-
rounded by a vociferous mob, led by the
UFO believer, all trying to crucify me
mentally and morally for the sins of my
scientific colleagues for neglecting
and/or suppressing UFO information. I
managed finally to escape but was in
somewhat of a shocked condition for
some time thereafter,

Some years later I had a similar but
more public experience at a meeting in
which I sat on the platform as a scientist
to answer questions on space explora-
tion. The questions soon turned onto
UFO's and the same hostility developed,
now from a good proportion of the au-
dience. It seemed that these people
believed fanatically in life on the ma-
jority of the planets, and seemed even
prepared to use strong language to
Continued on page 29




1 the
lems
d the
1 for
1dous
\s Sir
iman
lana-
ten,
opic”
in all
'most
1 has
1€ 1n-
oeval
ntext
sofa
lence

e Brit-
ymatic
hEm

i Lon-

5

er'}-

n it
now
new
irug
used
‘;1 we

thor

.
the
into
ore,

of
the
any
lead
|s of
*na.
nto
ink,
the
3 he_
ent
sts.

thes
aps
it

to
IA

Contactee from page 11

prove their case. Again I felt relieved to
escape their incessant haranguing
without anything worse than a severe
mental mauling.

I've met numerous others with a
similar outwardly rational approach to
life who appear, however, ultimately
vulnerable to a quasi-religious conver-
sion. In this scientific age many people
still_have this need to worship the
unknown, but yet can only do so to an
appropriately technological God. 1
suspect that many UFO believers are of
this cast. I only hope that if a real ex-
traterrestrial craft does come down to
earth these UFO-fanatics do not go
down on bended knee and worship in
real earnest. We would surely have
much to learn from such a visitation but
would have little hope of being treated
as rational by the visitors if their only
contact was with shining-eyed fanatics.
Nor would it help if the disbelievers
turned their backs on the visitors. Let us
try to tread a middle way, being open-
minded yet not gullible. Only then can
we hope to be treated by extrater
restrials as worthy of their concern.(]

PROFESSOR JOHN TAYLOR is a mathemati-
can at King's College in London, and is the
author of Black Holes and Superminds.

Letters from page 1

lights independently of the unusual
lights., My investigation in New
Zealand, sponsored by Channel O of
Melbourne, Australia, and carried out
over a two week period in New Zealand
and another week in Australia during
February, confirmed these newspaper
quotes and also turned up much other
evidence which makes the planet
hypothesis “impossible” (one hates to
use that term under any circumstances)
and the fishing boat hypothesis very im-
probable. The only qualified skeptic in
this case, because he is the only one who
has had complete access to my data, is
Robert Sheaffer. He agrees with me that
the film does not show the planet Venus
(which wasn't up at the time). He also
agrees that it is extremely unlikely that
the planet Jupiter played any major role
in the sightings, although he does allow
for the possibility that the fishing boat
lights were involved in some way.

It is my opinion, after thoroughly
evaluating the “soft”" evidence (which
consists of tape recordings made at the
time of the sighting and the memories of
eight witnesses) as well as the film, that
there are portions of the sightings which
cannot be accounted for in terms of nor-
mal phenomena including, fishing boat
lights, ground lights, other aircraft,
astronomical objects, etc. I have also
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concluded that the sightings are not a
hoax. With regard to the radar
sightings, I have determined from the
weather records that the atmospheric
conditions were not conducive to
anomalous propagation and “angels”
and, moreover, in an explicit test for ef-
fects of anomalous propagation at the
time of the sightings, a radar technician
was not able to detect any such effects.
Perhaps if Mr. Gooch reviews the New
Zealand case again, with better
evidence, he will be moved back from
his present position to “a few degrees
nearer to the acceptance of UFOs as ob-
jects independent of the observer.”

Dr. Bruce Maccabee
Silver Spring, Md.

Nasca from page 9
represent a concept of perfection as the
way to approach a huaca.

S ome isolated communities and an
anthropological investigation may
produce results, though I fear that one
of our informants in the fieldwork area
was typical: the data was recorded.
When I asked about the Indian religion,
he was quite open. “To my mother it
meant a lot, but to me, not." After
many years travelling in the Andes, that
remark was enough to signify the end of
one line of research, and the need to ap-
proach the problem from the broader
base of the cosmos of South American
Indians. Already pointed out to me are
the parallels that can be drawn ten-
tatively between the purely conceptual
paths of some tribes, and those scored
on the Nasca desert. By moving away
from the computer and Cl4 analysis,
even from the practical business of

surveying, and by looking to the Indian
mind for an answer infers speculation.

To discover how these straight path
concepts grew needs hard research. One
enlightening paper was written by Prof.
R. Tom Zuidema and U. Quispe in
1968. In ‘A Visit to God," Zuidema,
whose monumental work on ceques is a
classic, suggests how some of the levels
reached on the path to the Indian con-
ception of Heaven, are in fact pre-
Spanish and thus cannot be related to
the introduced religion. In Pathways to
the Gods I conclude that the straight
paths in the desert and the huacas
staged along them, must be pre-
Christian,

On the other side of the sub-
continent, the investigations of Jo-
hannes Wilbert among the Warao In-
dians of Venezuela gives some insight of
the cosmology of people alive today who
are not far removed from the Stone
Age. We learn of the divisions of the
world and their concept of the universe.

At the cardinal and intercardinal points
there are world mountains said by the
Warao to be gigantic petrified trees,
which are the dwelling places of deities.
Other Warao gods include the zenith
and nadir. The form of the gods and
paths to them are clearly defined by
both investigators and it is clear that the
Indian mind is closely tied to the
natural world. Impressions of the spirits
are often reinforced by visions induced
by the ritual or medicinal use of native
drugs, particularly hallucinogens, and
the concepts are recorded in the art and
mythology. Therein, I suggest, lies the
answer to the Indian quest for a path to
his god.OJ

TONY MORRISON 1is a xoologist, film-maker,
and author of Pathways To The Gods (reviewed
in the June issue of Second Look). He has been in-
volved with wildlife and archaeological studies in
the Andes since 1961, and has made two films
about the Nasca lines. He lives in England.




There are several criteria and results of
precise measurements—by satellites
as well as by seismic methods—which
prove without any possible doubt that
the Earth's density increases toward
the center.”

Among the various “proofs" of a
hollow earth are two satellite
photographs taken of the North Pole on
Jan. 6, 1967, and Nov. 23, 1968.
Although most of the 12 million photos
of the pole show it covered with clouds,
these two appear to be free of this
obstruction. They show an enormous
dark hole at the pole. Is this the
long-sought final proof of the hollow
Earth?

No. The first photograph depicts
nothing but an artifact of the camera's
method of operation. Because the
camera was able to photograph only
the sunlit portions of the Earth's
surface, it could not pick up the dark,
cloud-covered pole. The second
“photograph™ was not a photograph at
all. Itis instead, according to Eugene R.
Hoppe of the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, “a mosaic
of 13 tracks (images] that are taken
each day. Itis on the visible spectrum *
and since it Is completely dark over the
north polar regions in November, no
imagery is shown above the Arctic
circle. This has given rise to th& absurd
notion that there is a ‘black hole’ over
the Pole." -

Even if there were credible evidence
that holes in the poles leading into a
hollow Earth exist, there would be no
reason to connect them with UFOs.
UFO activity in the polar regions is
slight; few reports have come from that
region, which houses a number of
scientific tracking stations which would
certainly be aware of the passage of
unknown aerial objects, especially if it
were occurring with the kind of
freequency worldwide UFO sightings
suggest.

4) The CIA once established psychic
contact with beings from another
planet.

It happened, the legend (which
appears even in such respected works
as David Jacobs's The UFO
Controversy in America) goes, on July
6, 1959, at CIA headquarters. A Naval
Intelligence officer asked
extraterrestrials with whom he had
established mental contact to prove
their existence. They told him to “go to
the window." Two CIA men in the room
did just that and saw a UFO fly by. One
of them later found out that the section
of the sky in which the UFO appeared
was mysteriously “blocked off" from the
radar screens at Washington National
Airport.

The real story begins in 1954 with an
Eliot, Me., woman named Frances
Swann who believed beings from the

planet Uranus were communicating
with her through an invisible
“sound-on-sound” device. Mrs. Swann
told her neighbors, retired Navy Adm.
Herbert B. Knowles and his wife, about
it, and Knowles wrote two letters to the
Office of Naval Intelligence, which
shrugged the matter off. The letters
ended up at the Navy's Bureau of
Aeronautics (BuAer) and a security
officer, John Hutson developed a
personal interest in the case. On July
24, 1954, Hutson flew up to Maine and
spent two days with the Knowleses and
Mrs. Swann. On his return to
Washington he notified the FBI, which
conducted a perfunctory follow-up
interview with Hutson and filed a routine
report.

Five years later Navy Cdr. Julius
Larsen, an ONI liaison officer to CIA's
Photographic Intelligence Center (PIC)
in Washington (not “CIA
headquarters”), found the Swann
material in an ONI file. Intrigued, he and
a friend flew to Maine and spent an
evening with Mrs. Swann and the
Knowleses.

They returned the next day. Larsen

related the story to PIC's director Arthur -

Lundahl, a UFO enthusiast, and his
assistant Lt. Cdr. Robert Neasham,
who seven years earlier had analyzed
the famous Trementon, Utah, UFO film_
for the Navy. Lundahl and Neasham
encouraged Larsen to contact the
Uranians himself. Larsen went into a
mild trance state, asking questions
aloud and writing down the answers.
Finally he asked the extraterrestrials to
show themselves. “"Go to the window,"
he was told.

Lundahl and Neasham looked out the
window. Lundahl saw nothing but
clouds; Neasham, who had gotten quite
excited, convinced himself a UFO
lurked behind the clouds—through
none did. Neasham later claimed he
had called Washington National Airport
and been told about mysterious “radar
blockage" at the time of the “sighting."
He provided no documentation for his
claim (made perhaps to impress the
skeptical Lundahl) and none has come
to light in the years since.

Neasham and Larsen later passed on
their own imaginative version of the
episode to Maj. Robert Friend, acting
director of the Air Force's Project Blue
Book. Without conducting a followup
investigation Friend prepared a memo
about the story and gave it to his
superiors, who apparently merely filed
it. Years later J. Allen Hynek, then the
Air Force's chief scientific consultant on
UFOs, found Friend's memo in Blue
Book files and copied it surreptitiously.
And years after that historian David M.
Jacobs found it in Hynek's file and used
it as the basis for the account in his
book.

Two decades after the alleged event,
Lundahl emphatically insists it did not
occur, at least not in the way it is
supposed to have occurred. At the
time did | see a spaceship or a UFO and
to the best of my knowledge neither did
Bob [Neasham]," he declares.

5) There is a connection between
UFOs and the Bermuda Triangle.

The problem with this statement is
that itis based on a false premise; that
there is a Bermuda Triangle to begin
with. The Bermuda Triangle exists only
in imagination and folklore, not in
reality.

Lloyd's of London, which keeps
extensive records of ship mishaps and
disappearances around the world,

declares, "Our intelligence service can
find no evidence to support the claim
that the ‘Bermuda Triangle’ has more
losses than elsewhere. This finding is
upheld by the United States
Coastguard [sic]) whose
computer-based records of casualties
in the Atlantic go back to 1958."

In the early 1970s Larry Kusche, a
librarian at Arizona State University,
began collecting everything ever written
on the subject. At the same time he did-
something nobody else, even the
authors of books on the Triangle, had
ever done: original research. Unwilling
to take the authors at their word,
Kusche searched out witnesses, public
records, newspaper articles, official
documents, and weather reports—and
found that the “mysterious
disappearances” were seldom truly
mysterious and often not even
disappearances. He discovered that the
various “experts” who were publicizing
the Triangle were simply repeating
each other's misinformation, apparently
on the assumption that somebody
somewhere had actually authenticated
it.

As Kusche was to write in his The
Bermuda Triangle Mystery—Solved,
“The Legend of the Bermuda Triangle
is a manufactured mystery. It began
because of careless research and was
elaborated upon and perpetuated by
writers who either purposely or
unknowingly made use of
misconceptions, faulty reasoning, and
sensationalism. It was repeated so
many times that it began to take on an
aura of truth.”

Where Bermuda Triangle writers
claimed ships and planes had vanished
in good weather, Kusche found that
weather records revealed quite the
opposite. Where the writers claimed no
trce of the ships or planes was ever
found, Kusche learned that in many
cases the remains were located,

sometimes within days of the
“disappearances.’ St W
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